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“Who do you say that I am?” 

Hello, and welcome to our Autumn newsletter. We’ve got so 
much to tell you about in this issue, as we look back at some 
major landmark moments in recent months and look ahead 
to a number of exciting developments in our ministry.  

I have been reminded several times this year that in the 
busyness of youth ministry it can be easy to fall into a 
“working for Jesus” mentality, when actually we are called to 
work with Him. Our ministry is so much more fruitful when 
we involve Jesus in every part of our daily lives rather than 
just reporting our good work to him through scheduled 
prayer times.  

In Matthew 16 we read of Jesus asking his disciples, “Who do 
you say I am?”. Peter’s response is very different to that of 
the local people. He exclaims, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God”. Jesus is quick to point out that this clear 
revelation of Jesus did not come from “flesh and blood”, but 
rather directly from the Father. 

We meet so many young people in schools each week and 
the majority of them have no real concept of who Jesus is. 
Our call as an organisation is to unveil the truth of Jesus to 
these young people, not just through our words or big 
events, but by displaying Jesus in our every action - that He 
might be revealed to them through the Father’s spirit in us. 

As you read about some of our highlights and challenges 
over the following pages, please pray for the team here at 
Coventry Youth for Christ, that we might be carriers of light 
and hope for this generation and that we would continue to 
see young lives changed by Jesus. 

You’ll find a monthly prayer diary on the back page of this 
newsletter, but to help you pray more specifically we would 
encourage you to to sign up for our weekly prayer 
newsletter on Facebook or by visiting our website. 

For more information on any of the stories in this newsletter, 
please check our website: www.covyfc.org

http://www.covyfc.org
http://www.covyfc.org


Earlier this year we started working in Finham Park 2 school, 
opening their music rooms at lunchtimes to provide a space 
for young people to hang out and create/learn how to play 
music. This opened up lots of other doors for us to do 
assemblies, take classes, be part of their school production 
(School Of Rock), host a gig for school students to perform 
outside of school and so much more. The impact we have 
been able to have over the year is really encouraging.  

Our work in Finham Park 2 has now opened up 
opportunities for us to go in to other schools, 
such as Ernesford Grange where Dave opens 
up their music rooms every Friday. It’s great 
because the school stopped music 
completely a few years ago, so opening 
up the rooms again and engaging with 
young people is awesome!  Pupils can 
just “Rock Up” and play at any time, 
hence the catchy name. 

We are excited to roll out this 
project across the city. It 
has potential to be 
massive as we release 
local volunteers to set up 
projects in their nearby 
schools and make a 
difference in young people’s 
lives, as we have seen in 
Finham Park 2.  

We can’t wait to see how God 
will grow this project over the 
coming year. We believe that God 
has huge plans to change young lives 
through the gift of music. 

the pROCKu
project



Every year, the team at Coventry 
Youth for Christ organise a weekend retreat for youth and children’s 
leaders from across our city. For many leaders, this has become an 
invaluable part of their ministry - a chance to take some time out, to 
reconnect with Jesus and spend time being inspired by others who 
share similar passions and experiences.  

Once again, in 2019 the retreat will take place in the beautiful 
surroundings of Center Parcs near Nottingham.  

We’re delighted to announce that Dan Lodge from British Youth for 
Christ will be joining us for the retreat to offer spiritual guidance and 
input. We have deliberately limited 
the retreat to twelve delegates, so 
early booking is essential. 

For more details, prices and booking 
info, please check our website.

Time for aReboot

On Wednesday 
mornings, from 10 til 12, 

we host “That Radio 
Show” on RadioPlus, 101.5fm. The focus of the show is 

to engage with and promote the talents of the young 
people in our city, combined with loads of fun playing 
silly games, topical discussions and playing out songs 

to brighten people’s day. 

We have had students from Finham Park come and play 
some live music for us and talk about what impact music 

has had on their lives - we hope to involve more 
students from other schools as well, so please get in 
touch if you are interested. We would also love to have 

more conversation about the youth 
work that is going on around the 
city, so youth workers, please 
contact us too! 

Follow That Radio Show on 
Facebook to stay updated and get in 

touch. 

“Reboot is a fantastic opportunity to 
spend time with youth leaders from 
across the city to pray and dream 
together. The teaching and food are 
great too - come along and be 
refreshed and encouraged in your 
journey." 

 - Liz Gray (Bethel Church)



Introducing our New Intern… 
Hellooo, I’m Lois and I’ve started this year as an intern with Coventry Youth For 
Christ! I’m super excited to be serving in my home city and making 
connections with young people. I’m not too sure how I landed this role as I’m 
definitely not cool enough to be a youth worker - I love ‘Take That’ too much!  

I had always planned on taking a Gap Year but I hadn’t really considered what 
that would look like until recently, when me and a friend (hi Lou!) met and 
chatted through what I could do with this year of my life. I arranged a meeting 
with Jon to ask a few questions, not expecting him to offer the idea of an 
internship with Coventry Youth For Christ. However, this surprise option 
seemed to tick all the boxes, so obviously I went ahead and applied!  

After an initial training week where God challenged me to trust Him to provide 
me with whatever it takes to reach out to young people, I was welcomed into 
the madness that is Coventry Youth For 
Christ with Jon and Dave. I have already 
been into schools, started a radio show 
and there are new and exciting things 
in the pipeline.  

As part of my role, I am doing a  
placement at St James Church in Tile 
Hill. I’m enjoying the experience of a 
different style of worship and getting 
to know the youth that attend on a 
Sunday morning. I also help out at 
the Drench Youth Cafe where it has 
been great to build relationships 
with the local young people. I’ve 
already had some good 
conversations with the girls who 
attend regularly.  

Alongside my time with Youth 
for Christ I’m working at the 
Village Hotel part-time. I’m 
feeling challenged to really 
live out my faith wherever I 
am - being the same follower 
of Jesus in both aspects of my 
life. I have nowhere to hide when 
my colleagues and customers ask what 
I do with the rest of my week.  

It would be great if you could pray for 
me this year. Please pray that I would 
have open ears so I would hear 
clearly from God as I connect with 
the young people of Coventry.  

Here’s to an exciting year 
of learning! 



24 Hours to Change a Landscape… 
Earlier this year, our Director, Jon, had another one of his crazy 
ideas to raise much-needed funds to continue and grow our 
ministry to young people. As usual, the challenge involved 
cycling vast distances, but this time the bar was raised even 
higher as Jon recruited seven enthusiastic individuals to ride a 
challenging non-stop relay for a gruelling 24hrs.  

Unfortunately, the team of 8 got off to a shaky start before 
the race even began, with a couple of team needing to 
drop out. Fortunately, with one replacement quickly 
found, the bar was set (6.8 to be precise, or 100psi for 
a standard road bike tyre) and on September 15th 
the team of seven headed down to Brands Hatch 
racecourse, full of excitement and trepidation 
for the challenge that lay ahead.

One immediate challenge for 
the ride was that the team 
had very different levels of 
cycling experience: some 
being keen cyclists and 
others who before this 
challenge didn’t even 
own a bike. However, 
everyone was up for 
the challenge, so 
aiming for an average 
of 3 laps of the circuit 
for each rider per 
rotation seemed a fairly 
attainable goal.

“I don’t believe 
in Jesus, but I 
do believe in 

Jon and Dave.”



Cycling not your thing?   
We are looking for people from across Coventry to get creative, taking 
part in sponsored events to raise funds for our ministry. So whether 
you’re into running, skydiving, bathing in baked beans (the list is literally 
endless) then why not consider taking on a challenge to help us see 
young lives changed by Jesus. 

If you’re considering a sponsored activity, please do get in touch. We’d 
love to hear about it and support you however we can. 

And if you are into cycling, it looks like we’ll be upping our game and 
doing a 24 hour relay of Le Mans next summer, so why not join us for that? 
Get in touch if you would like more information.

There were points throughout the ride where team energy levels were 
high and others where everything seemed like a struggle. The mental 
challenge of cycling tired was often harder than the physical challenge of 
keeping the pedals touring, but we made it.  

After 24 hours we had cycled 150 laps of the course, covering 365 miles 
and ascending more than the height of Mt. Everest. However, the biggest 
achievement of all was that we were able to raise over £4,000 towards 
the work of Youth for Christ.  

We are so grateful to the team of riders who helped to make this 
adventure possible. Especially to those teachers from Finham Park 2 
who gave up a weekend to help us sustain our ministry in the school - 

one clearly stating on their sponsorship page that “I don’t believe in 
Jesus, but I do believe in Jon and Dave”. 

We cannot say a big enough “THANK 
YOU” to all those who gave financially to 
our mission through sponsorship of this 
ride. Your sacrificial giving will pave the 

way to even more young lives being 
changed by Jesus across our city.



Stay connected with us for more stories or to donate 

℅ St James Church, 395 Tile Hill Lane, Coventry CV4 9DP 
T 02476 550257  E info@covyfc.org 
www.covyfc.org 
Charity No. 1069852. A member of British Youth for Christ

Prayer Points 
November: Pray for wisdom as 
the team meet with various 
school and church leaders 
throughout November to 
discuss new initiatives for 
2019. 

December: Pray for 
opportunities to discuss faith 
with young people throughout 
advent - a time when many 
young people are more open 
to hearing about the 
significance of Jesus and the 
Christmas story. 

You can now sign up to receive weekly prayer updates on Facebook.

January: As the new year 
kicks off, pray for refreshment 
and inspiration at our annual 
Youth for Christ conference. 
Also pray for us as we build 
new relationships with pupils 
and staff in Finham Park.  

February: Pray for the Rock-
Up project as we work to 
grow its effectiveness and 
reach across the city. Also 
pray for Lois this month as 
she attends her mid-year 
retreat.

/covyfc @covyfc  covyfc

NEWSFLASH:  

We are delighted to have recently received an Awards For All 
grant from the Big Lottery Fund. This will pave the way to us 
developing skills-based training within our established 
Drench Youth Cafe network. Watch this space for news as we 
develop this new “Skillzbank” project, or get in touch if you’d 
like to know more.
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